262                                          CHILDREN OF THE PEOPLE
superiority should serve her well in classwork. Relationships with
teachers and students should be satisfactory and cooperative.
While there seems to be no real difficulty at present in the area of
behavior, there are suggestions that she may have tendencies toward
overactive aggression when she does not get her own way or when
her superiority is questioned; and toward periods of depression or
moodiness, perhaps, when someone's affection is removed, or she
thinks that it is.
4. Family Dynamics. Betsy's feelings for her mother are good and
she has adequately handled any external control which her mother
may enforce. The mother seems, however, to be rather lenient and
not to have unduly dominated her daughter. As mentioned above,
Betsy has rejected somewhat the usual household feminine role, and
while she feels a little guilty about this, she may still refuse, or at
least protest against, household duties. This makes her not quite at
ease with her mother, and there is also another reason for uneasiness
which will have a more far-reaching influence upon her develop-
ment. This is the problem of her sexual adjustment. Since there
seems to be little hostility to her mother, it is possible that Betsy's
orientation in the feminine sexual role has been communicated fairly
directly to her by her mother, whose own sexual adjustment must
have some elements of rejection.
There are no data on other family members except that the rela-
tion to the father is sound, and, considering her masculine trends,
may imply closer feeling for him than for the mother. The family
atmosphere is generally good and there seem to be no specific hostili-
ties nor undue domination of one member by another.
5. Inner Adjustment and Defense Mechanisms. Her basic emo-
tional attitude is slightly aggressive. She has a good acceptance of
her inner life, seems quite vital and intense, and is on her way to a
very sound mature adjustment. Inner life is quite fluid and active
and is used fairly well in solving emotional problems. There is a
hint, however, that she does not get quite enough support from her
inner life to enable her to handle her problems. While her solutions
are generally forceful and direct, she is aware of her more tender
side; she would like to relax and be compliant for once, but is unable
to do so.
She is especially aware of other people and generally dependent
upon them for stimulation and support. She must have them in her